Thank you, honorable Minister. It is my pleasure to share with you all
the The Yunnan — Tiohti:dke Nature Culture Summit Declaration:

Participants, including indigenous peoples and local communities from all
over the world, have come together at the Nature and Culture Summit,
held from 11 and 12 December 2022, in Tiohti:ake, today known as
Montreal,

We, the participants in the Nature and Culture Summit;

Respectfully acknowledging traditional custodians, Mohawk who call
themselves the Kanien'keha:ka, People of the Flint, who are part of the
Haudenosaunee Confederacy which includes the Mohawk, Oneida,
Onondaga, Cayuga, Seneca, and Tuscarora Nations;

Celebrating the adoption, on 10 December 2022 by COP15, of the Joint
Programme of Work on the Links between Biological and Cultural
Diversity (the Joint Programme);

We, the participants, therefore, commit to work together, and in a
holistic manner to:

1. Promote the recognition of the contributions and rights of
indigenous peoples and local communities, including free, prior
and informed consent, land and territorial rights, their distinct
knowledge innovations and practices in conservation, sustainable
use, and fair and equitable benefit-sharing arising from the
utilization of genetic resources and associated traditional
knowledge in the post-2020 global biodiversity framework and its
implementation and monitoring, including through the Joint
Programme, to ensure the flourishing of both cultural and
biological diversity;

2. Recognize the diverse values of nature, including those values held
by peoples who are living from, living with, living in and living as
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nature, as part of wider healing relationships with the environment,
based on mutuality, accountability, and reciprocity, respecting the
linkages between Mother Earth and biocultural resilience, and the
diverse and deep relationships of people to place and space;

3. Further recognize that nature and culture are inextricably linked
through traditional knowledge, which in turn is expressed through
language, governance, holistic world views, cultural values,
ceremonies, stories, songs, and prayers;

4. Prioritise language revitalization and restoration, with sufficient
and focused funding, and promote long-term commitments to
increase the number of fluent speakers and, in particular, connect
youth to land and culture through language, seeking innovative
synergies with the International Decade of Indigenous Languages.

5. Support the review and updating of the traditional knowledge
indicators, particularly linguistic diversity, land-use change and
land tenure, traditional occupations and livelihoods;

6. Mobilise adequate and innovative financial resources and promote
direct self-administered funding for indigenous peoples and local
communities to ensure continuity of their biocultural diversity and
support the implementation of the activities of the Joint
Programme.

Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities look forward to
contributing to the implementation of the Post 2020 Global
Biodiversity Framework.



